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	Your new neighbors have just received U.S. citizenship and plan to make their home in your neighborhood for the rest of their lives. The couple, originally from a small tribe in Africa, have had plates placed I their lips, which over the years have stretched their lips about six inches. In their culture, this is a significant sight of beauty and they therefore wish to pass this tradition on to their young daughter. Seeing this might cause their daughter a certain amount of stress as she enters the U.S. public school system, you suggest that the parents not do this to their daughter. The parents refuse your advice and proceed with their plans to have plates placed in their daughters lips. Could this be construed as child abuse? Defend your response. What would you do?
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I do not think this would be construed as child abuse; it is the African culture to have their children have plates placed into their lips. I would let my child become older in age and ask them if they wanted to place a plate in their lip, after they know more about the U.S. culture and the African culture. 
	If an African family moved into my neighborhood and wanted to do this to their child I would support them and their culture. I would let the parents know that it is not the best thing to do to your child in the U.S. but it is still their culture. I would let the family know that their child may be bullied in school. 
	If my child was bullied in school from having plates in their lips, I would let my child know that it is part of our African culture and the other children that are not in our African culture do not understand why we put plates in our lips. 


